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Faom 8 apple trees that
"up wild bear fruit
that 1§ either sour or else
bitter sweet, hard and ac-
pid.  All guch trees need to
be budded, or grafted and cultivated
to be of any value to man, It is only
once in a million times that a really
good apple comes up as natural fruit,
The value to the werld of such a
choice apple may be enormous.. The
Baldwin, for example, which first ap-
pears growing wild in a Massachusetts
town, could havdly be reckoned to-
day as worth less than $200,000,000,
We can bud and graft and cultivate,
but we cannot be sure of propagating
a new apple,

The Wild Roge Sweeting was named
by Miss Alice Linderman, a young
lady from Philadeiphia, who had come
to our northern hill country in the vain
Bope of recovery from advanced lung
digease. She named it from the wild
rose tint on one cheek of the apple.
¢ The tree was discovered by Willis
Murch, a youthful neighbor, who kept
the secret of it to bimeelf as long as
he conid for his own benefit, He was
sufficiently generous to give some of
the apples ‘o Migs Linderman, but he
demanded a cent aplece from the rest
of us, He even asked four cents aplece
mfter the fame of the apples spread
ubroad,

W the year after be discovered the tree
Willis carried a bushel to the county
fair, snd began peddling them at a
cent aplece, Nearly every one who
Pought an apple came back for more,
Willls raised the price to three and
Four cents. Presently a gentleman
who had bonght two cawe back and
fook the last ten in the basket at $1.
| This fact shows better than any de-
scription could what a really luscious
apple it was, There was that in the
glavor of it that Impelled people to get

mere at any cost, The Wild Rose
Bweeting more nearly resembled the
Sweet Harvey than any other apple

to which I can liken it,

+ The flavor was like that of the Sweet
Harvey thrice refined, perbaps rather
more like the Angust or Pear Sweeting,
and it melted on the palate like a
spoonful of ice cream,

» It will not seewn strange to thoge who
know something of the “apple belt” of
New England that apple trees, even
good ones, should be discovered grow-
ing wild in back pastures and seclud-
ed openings in the woods,

p Oxford County, Maine, abounds in
wild apple trees, But looking about a
Jittle, the farmer there can readily
pick up enough young trees growing
avild to set an orchard, They spring
aup everywhere, For ¢his is one of the
world's natural apple regions. West,
morth and northeast of our neighbor-
hood rose irregular, wooded hills; and
extending back among them was a
walley, down which ran a brook
abounding in trout holes at the foot
of ledges and large ropks,

At one time the i1and here was
©leaved, but being stony and rough, it
had been used for pusture, and was
partly overgrown with bushes, There
pwere thousands of young wild apple
grees here, serubby, thorny, where cat-
fle had browsed upon them,

v 'We all went fishing in this brook,
®privg, summer and fall, Par up the
wvalley, at a point where the brook
Wowed over a ledge, there was a well-
known hole, Willis Murch was fishing
ghere one afternoon in the latter part
of August, when he saw a red squirrel
ecarrying an apple in his mouth by the
stem, and coming out from some thick
wyouug bemlocks that grew along the
west bank of the brook, He was git{ing
®o still that the squirrel ran close up
to him; but when he suddenly thrust
out his hand, the animal dropped the
apple and scudded away with a shrill
chic !
v T f
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rolled close to Willis' feet,

picked it up. Apples were com-
mon enough, but this one looked so0
good that Le rubbed it on his sleeve
and bit it. Then lis eyes opened in
surprise, for this was no sour cider ap-

ple, but far and away the best apple
he had ever tasted.

It must grow near here he said to
himself, looking curlously avound,
*That squirrel didn't bring it far, The
stem s all fresh, too, He has just
gnawed it off the tree.”

Thercupon Willls began searching,
[He crept into the hemlocks on hands
and kuees, Presently he eame upon
several other gnawed apples; but even
with this clue, he was half an howr
finding the tree. There were four o
five Luge rocks back from the brook
nmong the thick bemlocks, At last he
erawled in past two of these that stood
gogethor and came upon the apple
hea, ina little sheltered amphitheatre.
At was at the foot of another large
goek, (welve or fifteen feet high, shad-
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grown Wp, Gnwatched Bnd apdiseov-
l'l‘g save by the ;nw nd bifds.
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trunk bad attained a diameter of six
Inches; and when Willis found it there
were, he says, four ot five bushels of
thoge, delicious Sweetings, now just
beginning to ripen, ‘Willis:first ate al
he desired, then took off his coat, made
a bag of it, and shook down- the ripest
of the apples to carry bhome to his fam-
jly and the nelghboring boys and girls,

“Won't they swack dr lips!” he
Bald to himself, “Won't' they be up
here for more!" . ’

But on the way he' took second
thought, and craft entered his heart,
“I won't tell them where it 18, he kald
te himself. “Let them Hunt, They
pever will ind it.” For the place whs
o mile and a balf or two miles from the
pearest farm,

Willis as yet had not thought of sell-
ing the apples or making a profit from
hig discovery; the idea came into hig
mind later, after he found how fond
every one was of them, But that night,
when we asked Willis where this tree
grew, he laughed and said darkly, “Ob,
I know!"

Such secretiveness was deemed plg-
glsh, and was resented by every one,
Several declared that they could and
would find that tree and get every ap-
ple on it, Willls laughed and sald,
“Let me know when you do.”

That was the beginning of the long
gearch for “Willis Murch's good tree."
First and last we spent hours, days
and, altogether, weecks scouring the
pastures, flelds and clearings, We
watched Willis constantly in the bope
of tracking him.

One of our boy neighbors—not one
of the best—named Alfred Bachelder,
lay in wait for days together on a hill
overlooking the Murch farm, expecting
to see Willis set out for the tree, At
one time Alfred and another boy,
named Charles Cross, had thoughts of
waylaying Willie and extorting the
secret from bim by threats of torture.

Willis steered clear of them, how-
ever, and remained close-mouthed, He
bad grown very erafty, and went to the
tree by night only, or sometimes early
on Sunday mornings, before other peo-
ple were astir,

During the August moon of the see-
ond season after discovering the tree
he brought bome a bushel of the ap-
ples on three different occasions by
night; and he now began canvassing
among the farmers who had orchards
to sell sclons, to be delivered In May
of the following spring. After eating
the apples, not a few signed for them
at fifty cents a graft,

It required a fair share of courage
on the part of a boy of fifteen to go to
the tree by night, for the distance
from Willis' home was fully two miles;
and at that times bears and lynges fre.
quented the “great pasture,”

Willis afterward told the other boys
that a bear came out in the path di-
rectly abhead of him one night, as he
wits hurrying home with a bushel of
Wild Rose Sweetings on his shoulder,
The creature sniffed, and Willis shout-
ed to frighten it. He was on the point
of throwing down his apples, to climb
a tree in haste, when the bear sham-
bled away.

Willis seems now to have had great
designs of selling sclons to orchardists
and purserymen over the whole ecoun-
try., Only a tiny twig three inches
long i8 requisite for a scion for graft
ing into other trees, The Wild Rose
Sweeting should produce thousands of
such scions, Willis, who was a Yan-
kee lad by ancestry, resolved to pre-
serve the secret of the tree at all haz-
ards, He appears to have had dreams
of making a fortune from it,

Thus far no one had been able to find
the tree, as much from nature's own
precaution in hiding it as from Willis'
craft, By the middle of September
that autumn he bhad gathered most of
the apples, when the same chance
which bad first led his steps to the
free revealed it to the eyes of his ene-
mies,

For about that time Alfred Bachel-
der and Charles Cross's brother, New-
man, went fishing up the brook, and in
due course arrived at the trout hole
where Willis had sat when he saw the
squirrel, They crept up to the hole,
balted and cast in together.

There were no bites immediately;
but as they sat there they heard a red
squirrel chirr! up among the thick
hemlocks, and presently caught the
sound of a low thud on the ground,
soon followed by another and another,

“He's gnawlng off apples,” sald Al
fred. “There's an apple tree in there
somewhere,"”

Then the two cronies glanced at each

other, and the same thought occurred.

to both, “Who knows!" exclaimed
Newman, “Who knows but what that
may be the tree?”

They stopped fishing and began
searching, They could still hear the
squirrel in the apple tree, and the
sounds guided them to the little dell
among the rocks., There were a few
apples remalning on the tree; and they
no sooner saw them than they knew
that Willis Murch's famous tree was
found at last,

They were so greatly pleased that
they hurrabed and whooped for joy,
Then they secured what apples were
lett, ate all they wanted, and filled

their pockets with the rest., No more

" e Ly the green bemlock boughs, A ] fshivg for them that day. They had
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ton 1 the #amougiiree) And now were
indnt on thinl yw they ¢ould most
Lhogslliate @

ither ney of M§ scheme
t 1 sel bhadl long provoked

their envy to see him peddling Wild
Rose Sweetings at the fair for four
cents apeice, They would find him

w and gmuit a plﬁk,-qheekal apple

bis nose,  *

But that would not be half satisfac.
tion emough, ‘They wanted to cut him
off from his tree forever, to put it put
of his powér ever' to get unothef apple
fLrom it. - Nothing Jess would appease
the grudge they bore him,

And. what those two maliclous
youths Akl wis to tike thelr fackknivel
and glvdle that Wild Rose Bweeting
tree close toythe ground.. They went
clear round the tree, cutting away the
bark into “the sapwond; and not con.
tent with girdling it once, they went
around it three thmes, . in different
places,

That done, they went home in great
glee, thrust the apples in Willis' face
and bade him look to his good tree,

“We have found your tree, old Caf-
fy!” they cried to him., “You never
will get any more apples off that tree!"”

Beyond doubt Willis was chagrined.
He did not know that they had girdled
the tree, but he thought it not worth
while to go up there again that fall,
gince there were no more apples, Yet,
even if Alfred and Newman had found
It, and even if they got the apples next
season, he supposed that he would still
be able to cut scions from the free,
Late in March, directly after the sap
started, he went up there with knife
and saw to secure them,

Not till then did he discover that the
tree had been cruelly girdled and that
the spring sap bad not flowed to the
limbs, He cut a bundle of sclons,
some of which were afterward set as
grafts, but rone of them lived, The
tree was killed, It never bore again.

Thus perighed, untimely, the Wild
Rose Sweeting. Ignorance and small
malice robbed the world of an apple
that might bhave given delight and
benefit to millions of people for centur-
les to come, For although the apple
farmer caunot originate a new apple,
be can improve on those which nature
originates, and spread them over the
earth.—Youth's Companion,

ALL WORK AND NO PLAY.
Thoe Cuslest Place In the World
Honey-Bee Hive,

It is all work and no play in the hive,
till winter comes, and sleep falls on
all. But on the first day of spring,
which comes in February, sleep is
thrown off and work begins again.
Work, work, work is the order, all day
and all night,

The queen sets the example by be-
ginning to lay eggs—and this means
that all must bestir themselves, First
of all there must be a thorough spring
cleaning of the hive, and all the pas-
sages must be Swept, and all the poor
bhees who have died wmust be carried
away.

Some of the Lees are formed into a
guard for the gueen, Others begin to
fan with their wings as fast as they
can to keep the alr moving, Others set
to work to repair the old combs~they
are the bees architects, builders and
carvers, Some begin to prepare food
and drink-—they are the bee chemists,

All the bees have special duties, such
as nursing baby bees, or keeping the
house clean; and always there are sen-
tinels at the door of the hive, to see
that only the proper bees come in and

out, and to make sure that no mice, |

snalls, moths, ants or other foes enter
to steal the honey,

Aund on bright, fine days foraging
bees set out to vigit all the flowers
they can find near the hive—the wood
ancmones, the daffodils and the vio-
lets—to gather the liquid in the flow-
ers that they can turn into honey, the
flower dust, enlled pollen, that is stored
away to feed the baby hees on, and a
curious sticky stuff called propolis,
taken from trees, that is used as ce-
ment in the hive,

When the days grow warmer, and
snmmer beging, every bright morning
thousands and thousands of foragers
sally forth from the hive, one big
troop to go to the clover fields, another
troop to the. migonette beds, another
to the lilae trees and so on, each troop
visiting one particular kind of flower,

The liquid in the fowers 18 carried
away by the bees in little sace inside
thelr bodles, and the pollen in the lit-
tle bagkets attached to their hind legs
~but hardly any of it is for their own
use, A bee can find all the food it
wants in one or two flowers, Yet in
an bour it visits two, or “erhaps three
hundred, lowers, so busily does it work
for the snke of others,

The World’'s Leaders Powerful I'hysionlly
Bo far as known, the world's leaders
have, generally speaking, been of pow-
erful physique, and have also been mon
of simple tastes and abstemious lives,
It has even been asserted that no wan
in this country has risen to cminence
in either the medical or legal profes-
slon who has not at some time in his
life woriked with his hands.~Dy, Rich-
ard Cole Newton, in Medical Record.

Broad Headed Morses Most Vaglly Taugh,

Broad headed horses arc the cley.
erest. In eavalry regiments it as hocgs
noticed that horses with broad Zorgys
heads learn their drill wore rapldly
tean do others.~London Yorld,
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WALRUS OR SEA

of the Huge Creatu

X~ [
A Monster of the Deep With But le Ine
| telligence «nt Their Difficulty. in t
About on LandessPrincipal Articles of Diet

Developed Parental Instincts.
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resw=Their Strongly
114 ° 11

Author of “The (‘:"_l
st O] the sirénia to the wal
2O g 48 corie aflthe ensiost
(it steps, for Ren Witch, 08

Il ¥1pling calls the latter, 18
28 ugly and uncouth enough
to be one of the very same

family as the dugong, aithough in

truth he 18 nothing of the sort. But at

the outset 1 féel impelled to enter a

stern protest against the groes libel
| upou that beautiful animal, the borse,

perpetrated by calling the walrug a
sont horge and the bippopotamus a river
horse, What in the namne of common
sense have elther of these most ungain-
ly brutes in common with one of the
nfost  elegant and beautiful of all
known animals? Not that I would
rashly call any of the Creator's won-
derful designs ugly—I do but speak
after the manner of men. But there
does appear to me to be such an utter
lack of similarity in the conferring of
titles such as the foregoing. Nor is the
| manatee any more like a cow, still
| there is not quite the same far to our
gensibilities in the comparison, since
the cow is not what one would truth-
fully deseribe as graceful, either in
outline or movement,

Perhaps of all land-walking animals,
none, not even the MyrmecopLagus,
can compete with the walrus for elum-
| siness, He has a gigantic body, in the
fullest grown adult about a ton in
welght, and about as unsymmetrical
as a leathern bag of oll or the body
1 of a hippopotamug. It is covered with
‘ a tough, gnarled hide, scantily clothed

with coarse, brown halir, very patchy;

in fact, not at all unlike one of those
old hair trunks we used to see occa-
slonally, The forelegs are very short,
and the bhand-like feet are planted
flat at almost right angles to the body,
while the hind feet have practieally no
legs to them, being apparently just an
ornamental appendage to the body of
| a lien of a tail. Consequently, bhe who
can watch the progress of a wairus
' over Jand or fce and not laugh must
{ be guite devoid of humor or any sense
‘ thereof, for it is certainly one of the
most droll-looking methods of progres-
slon imaginable, But, as Dr. Johnson
i8 reported to have said of the dancing
dog, the wonder jg not that be should
perform so strangely, but that
[ should perform at all, IPor the bady
[ in the adult win weigh nearly a ton,
\ and the rond over which the creature
ordinavily travels is ope of the most
rugged or slippery imaginable, a floe
with a surface like a mirror, or a mnss
of rough hummogks, wlere the ice has
been Droken up by the sea and coming
together again bns conglomerated and
congealed in the most fantastic shapes,

CONFORMATION OF THE WAL
RUS.

At the upper extremity of {his oblong
mass of flesh is the head ludicrously
kmall as compared with the body, It
looks almost as if the body had sud-
denly tapered to a slightiy elongated
point. And where one naturally looks
for the brain, at the top of the skull,
there is apparently no room for one,
only a flat, golid-Jooking mass of bone,
The skull, however, is abhnormally pow-
erful, as it need be, for depending from
it at right angies are the characteristic
tusks llke a pair of plckaxes, With
these the walrus, suddenly rising from
the bottom, hooks on to an ice floe,
and with an almost incredible exhibi-
tion of strength, hauls himself up out
of the water and into the berth he has
selected for his sunbath or doze, With
the same tusks, too, he digs in the sen-
bed for His food, which 8 prineipally
shellfish, although he does not disdain
the offal of a dead whale, or indeed
anything of an animal nature, so long
| as it does not involve the chase of the
| object, Pusult is not at all in the
program of the walrus exeept under
certain civeumstances, te be alluded
to presently, The stomach of n walrus
| that I once examined (eaught on a
floe in Berving § ) lsoited like the
contents of an

he

oystor drcgde  just
hauled up. Curlous ghellfish of mar y
kinds, and in several eases alive;

stones, sand, mud, shrimps, worms and
| other things: it was a queer collection,
‘ Yet it seemed, if such wae his regulay
| diet—and I have no reason to gnppose
| that that it was -

! uot-to have suited
‘Lm wairus very well fndeed, for hLe
| waa so fot that ont of his w
uded almost as much
As might be surpos
ture of its food, the wi 5.2
ard Inofensive creature, Isere a n
a sease of extrene Incongruity s
aroused 12 one at the glght of a moree
suddenly popplng v frory wader the
scas  Its appearance g savage in the
extrenie—as painted Indian ever suc-
ceeded Ia makicg himzelf lool: more
terrorstriking than the walrvs, ang
his bristling whiskers, cach hair alraest
as thick a8 a porenpine quill ang Pc‘ﬁ»
pletel? hidirg tho setting of the tusks,
servo excellently to Lelghiton hig an-
pearance of ferceity. Yot generally
speaking, at the sizht of rinn oo \\lil
flox as fact ac e can, with oy
Rearauce of eprne

nnds ex-
0!l as blvod.

Trera the na-
res is.a gentle
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t desire to get AWAYT,
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By FRANK T. BULLEN, F.R.GS.,

se of the Clob-_lg:.:;“ Ly
The exceptiofis fo thig rule gre found
Fduring the bresdfhy’ Sendon, ‘ dmong
both wales and fepnales, the, former in
defenge of the latter, and the latter In

berd In hundveds, an. attacking hoat,
may suddenly find itself surrounded
by & herd of infurlated walrus, each
armed with formidable weapons before
noted. Contrary to the expectation
aroused by its appearance, the walrus
has a large and fully developed brain,
although not especlally notable for ine
telligence, But then the study of the
brain {8 so far from bheing well ads
vanced that we do nol yet know why
the elephant with its comparatively in-
significant brain should be so much
more intelligent than the ox offe-eighth
of the elephant's bulk, and with a
brain almost as large, Or why the
sperm whale should be so inteiligent
with a brain about the same size as the
ox and a body one hundred times
larger. Perhaps in the latter instance
there is a distribution of brain at points
along the spinnl column so that mes.
sages from the outlying parts of the
body should not have so far to travel,
I do not here try to be funny, but only
state what has been seriously suggest-
ed by naturalists,

THEIR STRONG PARENTAL IN-
STINCT,

In one respect, at any rate, the wals
rus is the equal of any of the higher
intelligences., That is in the parental
quality., No animal cares for its off-
spring 8o long or more lovingly. No
animal will willingly undergo more
suffering and privation for the sake of
its young. There can be no doubt that
the female walrug suckles ite young and
provides other food for it as well dur-
ing the latter part of the period, for
two years. 'This bas been, I think,
abundantly proved by observation, and,
moreover, the great canine teeth which
develop into the formidable tusks char-
acteristic of this animal, do not show
more than an inch or two until it is
two years old. But the mother never
geems to weary of her bhuge burden,
the baby, if it be a male, often reach-
ing its mother's proportions before it
is weaned. With infinite, devoted pa-
tienece she cares for it, watches over it,
defends it with her own body, and,
one Is tempted to say, loves her burden
80 much that she is grieved when she
must Jay it down, However that may
be, it is certain that the walrus for all
their uncouth appearapce and extraor-
dinary method of living (so totally dif-
ferent from all other sea mammals
whatever) enjoy their lives to the full
in the best sense of the term. In one
respect, indeed, they are extremely
fortunate; with the exception 6f man
they have no enemles. A

The great Polar bear does not lightly
engage in combat with “Awuk,” since
he knows that in those formidable
tusks he has opposing weapons that
are quite a match for even his tremens
dous claws and teeth, while the hide of
the walrug I8 so thick and tough as to
be almost impenetrable to even the on-
slaught of the great white terror of the
Arctle seag, Consequently, the walrus
lives a faivly peaceful life among his
fellows. He does not prey upon them,
and nature has go equipped bim that
they cannot prey upon him. But man
has wrought terrible havoc among the
walrus. Even as far back as 1327 it is
recorded in a receipt presented at Ber-
gen that the Greenlanders paid thefr
tribute to the Crusades in walrus tusks,

well as the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence,
where a walmg now would be almost
as rreat a curlosity as a seal on the
Englich const, they were a century ag
83 numnerous that hundreds wer
slaughtered in a Cay. Varlous eausei
have, however, reduced the hunting
of tize walrus to an insignficant matter

rly entitled to the produce of

In the best sense of the term. They
(o not kil for the sake of killing, but
for thelr very life, and the walrus 18
oue f their chosen objects of the chase
for his evcenlence (frora an Bskimo

fregy

8 love of shallow waters, where &

which he feeds,

o

Such gaps ag the
Lslimos make 12 the vanks of the wa
rus will do no raore than preserye the'
ratnmal balasee notessary, - If only §
civilized man will let the walrus alones’
having fornd that the hunting does
not pay, there will goon be a8 many a8
ever thers were to people, if not
actly to beautify, the lonely Aretic res
gicus.~New York Post. ¢ 3

To Irrigate colondo:
A new irvigating canal being
on Williams Fork, near Hot
Epeirga, Colo, will be twenty |
1 LIt will Drivg under
abont 20,000 aeves of land.owd
now werthlcss, being me Y
bruzh tat, i
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defense of their young. And us they *
are verw roelnblé mreatures, Mking to

And all along the Labrador coast as

cenfned chiefly to the Eskimos, who !

their hunting, since they are Eportsmen

standpoint), from his lack of gpeed, and &

ke fnds thoe Numble “mollusks upon g
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